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TEXT:  John 17:1-11a 
THEME:  Jesus Deserves All the Glory 

1. The Glory Was His from All Eternity 
2. Jesus Has Authority over All People 

 
Dear Christian Friends: 
 

In the city of Rome stands a great temple named the Pantheon, which means “all 
gods.”  In other words, this architectural marvel was built to give honor to all the 
gods the Romans believed in…and there were a lot of them…and most of them 
were scoundrels, just like the people who made them up. 
 
But the God of the Bible is one God.  In regard to his glory, he says:  “I am the 
Lord; that is my name!  I will not give my glory to another or my praise to 
idols” (Isaiah 42:8).  The true God will not share his glory with any other gods. 
 
Our text for today is part of Jesus’ high priestly prayer.  It is a special prayer, a 
heartwarming prayer in which Jesus prays for you and me.  But in it Jesus also 
makes a bold and strong confession. 
 
Jesus calls on God the Father to glorify him with the glory I had at your side 
before the world existed (John 17:5).  With this simple phrase, Jesus reveals 
something amazing about himself.  Although he was born into this world, as the true 
Son of God he has always existed and always will exist.  Though he was humble in 
appearance, the glory of the true God is his from all eternity.  Though he would die a 
humble death for the sins of the world, the Father would glorify him once again.  We 
caught just a glimpse of that glory in the wonderful Ascension Day service we 
hosted here at Trinity last Thursday with the glorious message and music. 
 
Yet, why don’t we always give Jesus the glory he deserves?  We may not be 
tempted to worship the gods of the Pantheon, but we are continually tempted to give 
glory to created things rather than Jesus.  We glorify things that don’t really matter:  
pleasure, money, work, recognition, or popularity.  The joy of watching a sporting 
event or a good movie can almost turn into a worship service to our favorite athlete 
or actor.  And we may give much more of our money to “worship” that athlete or 
actress than we do to worship and give glory to our Savior-God. 
 
But the spectacle Jesus put on places everything else into perspective.  He defeated 
sin and death.  He battled Satan and won.  Praise be to Christ for coming into this 
world to redeem us in spite of our slowness to give him all glory!  As the Apostle 
John writes, “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  We 
have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, 
full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). 
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Part of the glory God the Father gave to his Son Jesus is power and AUTHORITY 
OVER ALL PEOPLE.  Every world power has limits.  In ancient times, the empires 
of Babylon, Persia, Greece, and Rome dominated the world.  In the last century, 
many nations feared Nazi Germany or the Communist USSR.  But even at the 
height of their power, none of these world powers could claim to rule all people 
everywhere.  None of them could claim to have unlimited power. 
 
But there is one ruler who does possess unlimited power—all the time and over all 
people.  He is Jesus Christ, who possesses all power in heaven and on earth.  
“God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over 
everything for the church” (Ephesians 1:22). 
 
While on earth, the Son of God did not make full use of his divine majesty.  He took 
the form of a servant.  He “did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give 
his life as a ransom for many" (Matt 20:28).  Like all of us who live under God’s 
law, Jesus lived, worked, and preached under the scrutiny of God’s law.  He allowed 
himself to be betrayed, arrested, mocked, beaten, judged, and crucified.  Although 
his majesty remained hidden, our King mightily destroyed the devil’s work on the 
cross. 
 
In his high priestly prayer to the Father, Jesus confesses, “you gave him authority 
over all flesh.”  He reveals that the heavenly Father intended to restore to him the 
full use of his divine majesty.  And after Jesus completed his earthly mission, the 
Father fulfilled this promise by raising him from the dead and seating him at his right 
hand.  Now he rules “far above all rule and authority, power, and dominion” 
(Eph 1:21).  On the Last Day, he will return as the King of kings to judge the living 
and the dead. 
 
Sometimes we have our doubts about Jesus’ rule over all things, don’t we?  We see 
so much death, disease, and disaster, as well as defiance toward God’s Word.  Just 
recently I saw a clip of a cartoon TV show where a child in bed asked his 
grandfather for a bedtime story.  The grandfather asked, “What do you want to 
hear?” and the boy answered, “Tell me about the old days when people actually 
believed in the Bible.”  When we see and hear such things, we begin to think, “Does 
my Savior really reign?” 
 
What a comfort to know that in spite of our doubts and our rebellion, our Savior still 
reigns.  He reigns as a victorious King, who defeated sin and death by his cross and 
empty tomb.  He reigns in our hearts and in the hearts of believers throughout the 
world through his powerful Word and sacraments.  He reigns over all powers and 
authorities, using them for the good of his church—for your good and for my good.  
For that, JESUS DESERVES ALL THE GLORY.  Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 

 

Gracious Lord, heavenly Father, on this Memorial Day weekend, the 
minds of people are turned in memory to those who have laid down their 
lives in defense of our country.  We indeed owe a debt of gratitude to 
them who gave their all that we as a nation may continue our way of life.  
Grant that we worthily carry on where they have left off that our country 
may enjoy for generations to come peace and liberty and freedom.  May 
we honor them by bringing the tribute of a ready heart, an obedient life, a 
worthy citizenship, to our country.  Guide the counsels of government.  
Strengthen the bonds of true loyalty.  Let the ideals of liberty and peace 
prevail.  Above all, grant that we, your children by faith in Jesus Christ, 
find a field of service in which we, as salt and light, uphold 
righteousness, order, and peace. 
 
Lord of love, we celebrate this day the love that Scott and Vicki Heinz 
share as husband and wife.  Bless their 25th anniversary day, and bless 
the bond that they have with one another.  Let their love continue to 
grow.  Let their hearts be filled with gladness and gratitude for the gift of 
marriage.  And let their lives express their deep appreciation for your 
great love for them. 
 
O sovereign God, in these stressful times, what our nation needs more 
than anything else is a firm and confident trust in you.  You are in charge!  
In light of this, we ask that you would lead our national and local media to 
apply objectivity, balance, and integrity in their reporting.  May they not 
seek to sensationalize certain events and diminish the importance of 
others, but simply report all the truth.  Use us to lead our nation to the 
eternal truths of your Word.  May your Word lead our nation to fall to its 
knees in repentance.  We ask this in the name of the only one who can 
give us certainty in these stressful and uncertain times, Jesus Christ, our 
ascended Lord and Savior, who taught us to pray: 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (modern language) 
 


